JONES COUNTY DUST CONTROL POLICY

All dust control in Jones County is done by private contractors being negotiated between the different contractors (suppliers) and the individuals wanting the service.

It has been Jones County Secondary Roads Policy to have “two windows” for residents to apply approved dust control products to the gravel roads adjacent to their residence.  We   publish a notice in the local papers two weeks prior to the two windows – early Spring and Mid-summer.
The deadline for filing for a permit for 1st application is usually around the first week of May. The deadline for filing for a permit for the 2nd window is the last week in June or the lst week of July. 
Presently there is no fee for a dust control permit if filed in our office by the deadline.  We do give a day allowance for mail to come in postmarked with the deadline date.  Following the deadline there is a $10.00 late filing fee.  
Our office then provides a list of names to the maintainer operators in the different districts and they proceed to get the roads ready for application.  When the roads are ready, the Maintenance Superintendent gives the contractors the “go-ahead” to come in to the county with their products.  The goal (dependent on weather) is to get the first application on the road before Memorial Day weekend.  
We also issue self-application permits and those people are to check with the Engineer’s Office prior to putting down their dust control.  (Sometimes they can get their dust control down sooner because they do not have to wait for the contractor’s schedule.)  We check with the patrol operator to see if he has that section maintained and ready before we allow the self-applicant to proceed. A self-applicant also has the freedom to put down additional dust control as needed as long as he keeps the surface free of potholes.  He may also request his patrol operator to smooth the surface before he puts down additional material.
If a resident requests two applications of dust control on the permit issued in the first “window” they need not apply for a permit in the 2nd “window”.  The 2nd window is primarily for residents who missed the first window and do not want to pay the late filing fee or for residents who may have decided they need a 2nd application.
Even though our maintainer operators are provided a list of users, occasionally an area is unintentionally bladed.  It usually happens after a rain where a location is not properly flagged with 3 foot high markers and the flags become hidden by tall grass. Jones County does not provide flag markers.   It is the resident’s responsibility to keep the flags visible.  If the product is magnesium chloride or calcium chloride, we try to reassure the resident that the dust control has not suffered permanent damage.  Lignon Sulphanate is a different story. 
COUNTY GUIDELINES:

1. Petroleum products and used oil are not allowed.

2. Width of applications must be at least 20 feet wide.
3. Dust Control form must have listed on it instructions as to exactly where the dust control will be applied.
4. Flag markers must be placed at each end of the treated surface, readily visible to the patrol operators.  Markers must be a 3 foot height with colored material attached that is easily visible.  Any application not properly flagged and bladed through is not the responsibility of Jones County.  Jones County does not provide flag markers.
5. Applicant is responsible for potholes.  If not properly maintained, the County reserves the right to smooth and maintain as a granular surface at the Maintenance Superintendent’s discretion.

6. The Permit is valid until October 1st (approx. date) of the year issued after which the County may scarify without notice.

7. In accepting this Permit, the permit holder agrees not to treat the road surface until receiving approval to do so from the County Engineer’s Office.   Jones County has no obligation and will assume no responsibility for the work or liability resulting from such.
Applicant’s Signature_____________________________________________
